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#mathscpdchat 14 September 2021 

 

How are you helping primary pupils experience maths in the wider curriculum? 

Hosted by Martyn Yeo 

 

This is a brief summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag 

#mathscpdchat in Twitter 

 

 

 

Among the links shared during the discussion were:  

 

How Cross-Curricular Learning Can Bring Maths to Life for Primary School Pupils which is a 

Third Space Learning blog by Kerry Dalton (May, 2020). The author gives reasons ‘why ‘Cross-

Curricular Learning’ is important in primary maths’ and provides examples of some mathematics 

that KS2 pupils might learn while exploring themes such as royal weddings and RSPB Big 

Garden Birdwatch projects. It was shared by Martyn Yeo  

 

Some ideas for active maths through PE which is an illustrated blog by Kevin Peake. The 

author’s suggested activities include associating multiplication facts with actions performed on 

https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/cross-curricular-learning-everyday-maths/
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://peandsportsassessment.wordpress.com/2016/03/20/some-ideas-for-active-maths-through-pe/
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agility ladders, and playing a version of noughts and crosses using calculation and result cones 

arranged in a square grid. It was shared by Martyn Yeo  

 

Dance Squared which is a video from the National Film Board of Canada made in 1961 by René 

Jodoin. Rectangles, squares and triangles combine, split, re-combine, and move about forming 

patterns, always in time to some very ‘catchy’ music! It was shared by Martyn Yeo  

 

NCETM Primary Magazine Issue 34 which includes an article about paintings by the French 

artist Henri Matisse. It was shared by Martyn Yeo  

 

How to Draw a Room Using One Point Perspective which is a set of illustrated, step-by-step (10 

steps) instructions that are intended to enable students to create a drawing of the interior of a 

room using a vanishing point. It was shared by Atul Rana 

 

Guitar Mathematics which is a ‘lesson’ (an article) on the Passy World of Mathematics website. It 

‘looks at the mathematics associated with the guitar in rock music’ and includes sections with 

titles such as ‘Pythagoras and Guitar Fret Spacings’ and ‘Vibration of Guitar Strings’. It was 

shared by Atul Rana 

 

Free Functional Skills and Skills for Life Resources which is ‘the home of free adult literacy, 

numeracy and Functional Skills resources’. It includes such resources as ‘two PowerPoints that 

cover the properties of 2D and 3D shapes – faces, edges, vertices and line symmetry’. The 

‘second PPT can be printed off and used as a workbook’. It was shared by Catherine Edwards 

 

Graph dancing math which is a YouTube video in which the red arms of an otherwise blue 

‘cartoon person’ (which is drawn on a square grid without any marked axes) change their shapes 

so that, one after another, together they form the ‘typical’ shapes of graphs-drawn-on-Cartesian-

grids of some common relationships between x and y, such as y = cos x and y = x^3 . It was 

shared by Catherine Edwards 

 

Desmos activities for Geography which is a padlet created by Catherine van Saarloos, consisting 

of links to very many varied resources, categorised under thirteen headings such as ‘Using 

Desmos’, ‘General screens to add to activities’, ‘Guess who (polygraph) games’, ‘Representing 

data’, ‘Modelling’, and so on… . The resources themselves are imaginatively varied, including 

such delights as ‘Alligator Investigation’ and ‘Starbucks locations’! It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

Dancing with Maths which is an illustrated NRICH article by Chris Budd. The content of the 

article is relevant to the maths teaching and learning of pupils aged 7 to 16. It is about dance 

moves that correspond to transformations (symmetries) of the square. For example, reflection in 

https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXL4DP_3dJI
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/media/e43jv0ri/issue_34_primary_magazine.pdf
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://www.instructables.com/How-To-Draw-A-Room-Using-One-Point-Perspective/
https://twitter.com/atulrana
http://passyworldofmathematics.com/guitar-mathematics/
https://twitter.com/atulrana
https://www.skillsworkshop.org/
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YjSR-tqE10
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://padlet.com/catherine_vansaarloos/GeographyDesmos
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsCat
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://nrich.maths.org/5502
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the ‘leading’ diagonal in which two of four ‘square dancers’ swap places is the ‘dos-e-dos’ or 

‘inner-twiddle’ dance move! It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

The Magic Flute which is a page of Marcus du Sautoy’s website relating to performances at the 

Royal Opera House in which Marcus explored, with singers and the audience, the mathematical 

and philosophical roots of the symbolism and ideas within Mozart’s Die ZauberflÖte.  It was 

shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

#mathsCPDchat summary 29 June 2021 which is the summary of a Twitter-chat hosted by 

Martyn Yeo, in which the questions discussed were ‘What material (such as guidance on 

websites, books, schemes and research reports) is proving to be most helpful in your primary-

phase maths teaching? How is it helping?’. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The screenshots below, of chains of tweets posted during the chat, show parts of three 

conversations about looking out for opportunities for pupils to do (work on) some mathematics in 

school subjects other than maths itself. Click on any of these screenshots-of-a-tweet to go to 

that actual tweet on Twitter. 

The conversations were generated by this tweet from Martyn Yeo: 

 

https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.simonyi.ox.ac.uk/performances/the-magic-flute/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.www.ncetm.org.uk/media/ui5b2eea/2021_06_29_mathscpdchat-_summary.pdf
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437839033313472523
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and included these from Peter Mattock, Martyn Yeo and Catherine Edwards: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/MrMattock
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/MrMattock/status/1437842841191993355
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437839904008966149
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1437843834826809347
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437844348830367752
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1437845209094688769
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437845516545560594
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these from Simon Ball, Mary Pardoe, Peter Mattock and Atul Rana: 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ballyzero
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/MrMattock
https://twitter.com/atulrana
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1437845945560047623
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437846346136969218
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1437846822429630471
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437847193541648386
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1437848309339770892
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1437840616751255557
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1437841065818591242
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1437841598990229505
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1437842099202838534
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and these from Peter Mattock, Simon Ball, Martyn Yeo, Mary Pardoe and Atul Rana: 

https://twitter.com/MrMattock
https://twitter.com/ballyzero
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/atulrana
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1437843264065966083
https://twitter.com/MrMattock/status/1437843489610424320
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1437843895803600897
https://twitter.com/MrMattock/status/1437844749751291918
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1437846938251112449
https://twitter.com/atulrana/status/1437851216944451587
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https://twitter.com/MrMattock/status/1437843073392840709
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1437843712311189510
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1437843427501162496
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1437845269752729603
https://twitter.com/atulrana/status/1437852752294592535
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(to read the discussion-sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

 

There were only a few other areas where discussion focused. The poll that Martyn (the 

host) tweeted at the start of the chat generated most of the discussions that constituted 

the whole hour-long chat.  

 

The main content of the discussions that were in response to the poll is indicated by the 

extracts from threads of tweets that are reproduced above as sequences of screenshots:  

• however, in response to the poll there were also some comments about not trying to 

address-at-the-same-time too many of the mathematical ideas that can arise when the focus 

is on a particular curriculum area other than maths; 

 

• also, some subject areas other than those discussed in the tweets reproduced above were 

mentioned;  
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• a previous recent #mathsCPDchat that had included discussion about using stories as 

starting points for mathematical learning was also mentioned (link provided above); 

 

 

tweets that might have been responses to the host’s ‘Q 1’ had already been generated by 

his poll-tweet, but ‘Q 1’ did prompt a short discussion: 
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the host asked if there was anything (else!) that teachers would not recommend doing: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


